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About the expenses incurred in putting down the mutiny, it is interesting to note the following opinions of Englishmen.
"If ever there was a case of justifiable rebellion in the world," says an impartial historian,11 "it was the rebellion of Hindu and Mussulman soldiers in India against the abomination of cartridges greased with the fat of the cow and the pig. The blunder was made by British Administrators, but India paid the cost. Before this, the Indian Army had been employed in China and in Afghanistan; and the East India Company had received no payments for the service of Indian troops outside the frontiers of their dominions. But when British troops were sent to India to suppress the mutiny, England exacted the cost with almost unexampled rigour."
"The entire cost of the Colonial Office, or, in other words, of the Home Government of all British colonies and dependencies except India, as well as of their military and naval expense, is defrayed from the revenues of the United Kingdom; and it seems to be a natural inference that similar charges should be borne by this country in the case of India. But what is the fact? Not a shilling from the revenues of Britain has ever been expended on the military defence of our Indian Empire.
"How strange that a nation, ordinarily liberal to extravagance in aiding colonial dependencies and foreign states with money in their time of need, should, with unwonted and incomprehensible * penuriousness, refuse to help its own great Indian Empire in its extremity of financial distress.
"The worst, however, is not yet told; for it would appear that when extra regiments are despatched to India, as happened during the late disturbances there, the pay of such troops for six months previous to sailing is charged against the Indian Revenues and recovered as a debt due by the Government of India to the British army pay-office.
"In the crisis of the Indian mutiny, then, and with the Indian finances reduced to an almost desperate condition, Great Britain has not only required India to pay for the whole of the extra regiments sent to that country from the date of their leaving these shores, but has demanded back the money disbursed on account of these regiments for the last six months' service in this country previous to sailing for India.""
But a far greater man than Sir George Wingate spoke on the subject of the mutiny expenditure in his own frank and fearless manner.
"I think," said John Bright, "that the forty millions which
nLecky's   Map of Life, quoted by R. C, Dutt 120wr   Financial Relation with India, by Major Wingate, London, 1859